
Why Do You Believe? 



Why Do You Believe 
The Bible? 



We Believe The Bible 
But Not Because... 
- Everyone Else Does 
- It's Natural 
- It's Simple and Easy 
- It's Without Problems 



We Believe 
The Bible Because... 
... It Says We Should 
So we have the prophetic word made more sure, to which 
you do well to pay attention as to a lamp shining in a dark 
place, until the day dawns and the morning star arises in 
your hearts. But know this first of all, that no prophecy of 
Scripture is a matter of one's own interpretation, for no 
prophecy was ever made by an act of human will, but men 
moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God. 

     (2 Peter 1:19-21) 
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Evidences 

anuscripts 



We Believe 
The Bible Because... 

...when we examine the Manuscript 
evidence we are convinced that the 
Bible has been faithfully and accurately 
preserved through the ages. 



anuscripts 

John Rylands Papyri 52 
John Rylands Papyri Mounted in Case 
John Rylands Library, Manchester, England 



Author Written 

Herodotus 5th Cent BC 

Thucydides 5th Cent BC 

Aristotle 4th Cent BC 

Caesar 1st Cent BC 

Pliny 2nd Cent AD 

Tacitus 1st Cent AD 

Disciples 1st Cent AD 

anuscripts 

Father of History 

Father of Scientific 
 History 

Philosopher 



anuscripts 

Author Written 

Herodotus 5th Cent BC 

Thucydides 5th Cent BC 

Aristotle 4th Cent BC 

Caesar 1st Cent BC 

Pliny 2nd Cent AD 

Tacitus 1st Cent AD 

Disciples 1st Cent AD 

Leader, Historian 

Historian 

Senator, Historian 



anuscripts 

Author Written Copy 

Herodotus 5th Cent BC 9th Cent AD 

Thucydides 5th Cent BC 9th Cent AD 

Aristotle 4th Cent BC 11th Cent AD 

Caesar 1st Cent BC 9th Cent AD 

Pliny 2nd Cent AD 9th Cent AD 

Tacitus 1st Cent AD 11th Cent AD 

Disciples 1st Cent AD 2nd Cent AD 

When was the 
oldest surviving 

copy written? 



anuscripts 

Author Written Copy Span 

Herodotus 5th Cent BC 9th Cent AD 1,300 yrs 

Thucydides 5th Cent BC 9th Cent AD 1,300 

Aristotle 4th Cent BC 11th Cent AD 1,400 

Caesar 1st Cent BC 9th Cent AD 1,000 

Pliny 2nd Cent AD 9th Cent AD 1,000 

Tacitus 1st Cent AD 11th Cent AD 1,100 

Disciples 1st Cent AD 2nd Cent AD 100 

Time 
between 
writing of 
original 

and 
writing of 

oldest 
copy. 



anuscripts 

Author Written Copy Span Extant 

Herodotus 5th Cent BC 9th Cent AD 1,300 yrs 8 

Thucydides 5th Cent BC 9th Cent AD 1,300 

Aristotle 4th Cent BC 11th Cent AD 1,400 5 

Caesar 1st Cent BC 9th Cent AD 1,000 10 

Pliny 2nd Cent AD 9th Cent AD 1,000 7 

Tacitus 1st Cent AD 11th Cent AD 1,100 20 

Disciples 1st Cent AD 2nd Cent AD 100 24,000 

Colossians 4:16  When this letter is read among you, have 
it also read in the church of the Laodiceans; and you, for 
your part read my letter that is coming from Laodicea. 
 



anuscripts 

Magdalen Papyrus P64, Gospel of Matthew, Dated to 65 AD 

Over 5,300 Manuscript Fragments Exist 



anuscripts 

John Rylands Papyrus P52, Gospel of John, Dated to 120 AD 

ΕΙΠΕΝ  ΟΥΝ  ΑΥΤΟΙΣ  Ο  ΠΙΛΑΤΟΣ  ΛΑΒΕΤΕ  ΑΥΤΟΝ 
ΥΜΕΙΣ  ΚΑΙ  ΚΑΤΑ  ΤΟΝ  ΝΟΜΟΝ  ΥΜΩΝ  ΚΡΙΝΑΤΕ 
ΑΥΤΟΝ  ΕΙΠΟΝ  ΑΥΤΩ  ΟΙ  ΙΟΥΔΑΙΟΙ  ΗΜΙΝ  ΟΥΚ 
ΕΞΕΣΤΙΝ ΑΠΟΚΤΕΙΝΑΙ ΟΥΔΕΝΑ ΙΝΑ Ο ΛΟΓΟΣ ΤΟΥ 
ΙΗΣΟΥ  ΠΛΗΡΩΘΗ  ΟΝ  ΕΙΠΕΝ  ΣΗΜΑΙΝΩΝ  ΠΟΙΩ 
ΘΑΝΑΤΩ  ΗΜΕΛΛΕΝ  ΑΠΟΘΝΗΣΚΕΙΝ  ΕΙΣΗΛΘΕΝ 
ΟΥΝ  ΠΑΛΙΝ  ΕΙΣ  ΤΟ  ΠΡΑΙΤΩΡΙΟΝ  Ο  ΠΙΛΑΤΟΣ  ΚΑΙ 
ΕΦΩΝΗΣΕΝ ΤΟΝ ΙΗΣΟΥΝ ΚΑΙ ΕΙΠΕΝ ΑΥΤΩ ΣΥ ΕΙ Ο 
ΒΑΣΙΛΕΥΣ ΤΩΝ ΙΟΥΔΑΙΩΝ

Letters in red are visible on the fragment; letters in 
black are reconstructed 
Therefore Pilate said to them, "Take him yourselves 
and judge him by your own law." The Judeans said to 
him, "It is not lawful for us to put anyone to death." 
This was to fulfill the word which Jesus had spoken to 
show by what death he would die. Pilate entered the 
praetorium again and called Jesus, and said to him, 
"Are you the king of the Judeans?" 

(John 18:31-33) 



anuscripts 

Codex Vaticunus, Dated to 4th Century, 1 Thessalonians, Hebrews 

Entire Old and 
New Testaments 
on 759 Pages of 
Vellum 



anuscripts 

Lectionary Bibles 

Jaharis 
Byzantine 
Lectionary 
Circa 1100 AD 

Over 2,100 Lectionaries Exist, 6th Century + 



anuscripts 

Translations and Versions 

Bible Originally in 
Hebrew & Greek 

Coptic 
(Egypt) 
300 AD 

Armenian 
(Armenia) 

400 AD 
Gothic 

(France) 
400 AD 

Georgian 
600 AD 

Ethiopic 
600 AD 

Nubian 
(Sahara) 
700 AD 

Latin 
200 AD 

Syriac 
200 AD 



We Believe 
The Bible Because... 

...when we examine the Manuscript 
evidence we are convinced that the 
Bible has been faithfully and accurately 
preserved through the ages. 



Evidences 

anuscripts 
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Evidences 

rchaeology 



Archaeology, or archeology... is the study of human 
activity in the past, primarily through the recovery and 
analysis of the material culture and environmental data 
that they have left behind, which includes artifacts, 
architecture, biofacts and cultural landscapes (the 
archaeological record). 

rchaeology 



The challenge of presenting a lesson on Biblical 
Archaeology is trying to select what few items to 
discuss from the multitude of artifacts available. 

rchaeology 



rchaeology 



rchaeology 

Relief of Siege of Lachish 
 701 BC 
 1850 AD 

British Museum 
Depicts Siege of Lachish 

2 Kings 18 Isaiah 36 



rchaeology 

Relief of Siege of Lachish 
 701 BC 
 1850 AD 

British Museum 
Depicts Siege of Lachish 

2 Kings 18, Isaiah 36 



rchaeology 

Relief of Siege of Lachish, 701 BC 



rchaeology 

Mesha Stele 
840 BC 
1868 AD 
Louvre 

2 Kings 3:4-8 



rchaeology 

Obelisk of Shalmaneser III 
841 BC 
1846 AD 

British Museum 
Depicts Jehu Bowing to Shalmaneser 

2 Kings 8-10 



rchaeology 

Obelisk of Shalmaneser III 
825 BC 
1849 AD 

British Museum 
Depicts Jehu Bowing to Shalmaneser 

2 Kings 8-10 



rchaeology 

Cyrus Cylinder 
539 BC 
1879 AD 

British Museum 
2 Chronicles 36:22-23 



rchaeology 

Cyrus Cylinder 
539 BC 
1879 AD 

British Museum 
2 Chronicles 36:22-23 

Ruins of Babylon, Viewed from  
Summer Palace of Saddam Hussein 



rchaeology 

Cyrus Cylinder 
539 BC 
1879 AD 

British Museum 
2 Chronicles 36:22-23 

Now in the first year of Cyrus king of 
Persia, that the word of the LORD by the 
mouth of Jeremiah might be fulfilled, the 
LORD stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king of 
Persia, so that he made a proclamation 
throughout all his kingdom and also put it in 
writing: "Thus says Cyrus king of Persia, 
'The LORD, the God of heaven, has given 
me all the kingdoms of the earth, and he 
has charged me to build him a house at 
Jerusalem, which is in Judah. Whoever is 
among you of all his people, may the LORD 
his God be with him. Let him go up.'"  
(2 Chronicles 36:22-23 ESV) 
 



rchaeology 

Waterway into Jerusalem 
(Hezekiah's Waterway) 

701 BC 
1838 AD 

Jerusalem 
2 Kings 20:20 



rchaeology 



There can be no doubt that archaeology has confirmed 
the substantial historicity of the Old Testament 
tradition.. 

  -William F Albright 

rchaeology 



In Acts, Luke mentions thirty-two countries, fifty four 
cities, and nine Mediterranean islands. He also 
mentions ninety-five persons, sixty-two of which are not 
named elsewhere in the New Testament. And his 
reference, where checkable, are always correct. This is 
truly remarkable in view of the fact that the political/
territorial situation of his day was in a state of almost 
constant change.     

- Wayne Jackson 

rchaeology 



It may be stated categorically that no archaeological 
discovery has ever controverted a Biblical reference. 
Scores of archaeological findings have been made 
which confirm in clear outline or exact detail historical 
statements in the Bible. 

  -Nelson Glueck 

rchaeology 



With such extensive evidence supporting the Bible's 
accuracy, critics are left only with the option of noting 
Biblical references that have not been verified to refute 
the accuracy of the Bible. 

rchaeology 



 Hittites 
 
Although mentioned over 40 times in scripture, no evidence had 
been found of the Hittites into the 1900's.  

rchaeology 



 Hittites 
 
Although mentioned over 40 times in scripture, no evidence had 
been found of the Hittites into the 1900's. In 1906 Hugo Winckler 
excavated Boghazkoy, Turkey, and discovered the Hittite capital. 

rchaeology 
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rchaeology 
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Evidences 

rophecy 



rophet 

A prophet is one who 
speaks for another. 



Aaron was Moses’ Prophet. 



rophet 

Generally God spoke 
through chosen Men and 
Women. 



rophet 

Then the word of the LORD came to me 
saying, "Son of man, prophesy against the 
prophets of Israel who prophesy, and say to 
those who prophesy from their own inspiration, 
'Listen to the word of the LORD! 'Thus says 
the Lord GOD, "Woe to the foolish prophets 
who are following their own spirit and have 
seen nothing.  (Ezekiel 13:1-3) 



rophet 

If a trumpet is blown in a city will not the people 
tremble? If a calamity occurs in a city has not the 
LORD done it? Surely the Lord GOD does nothing 
Unless He reveals His secret counsel To His 
servants the prophets. A lion has roared! Who will 
not fear? The Lord GOD has spoken! Who can but 
prophesy? 

(Amos 3:6-8) 



rophet 

God's practice of foretelling His 
deeds is strong proof of His 
divine knowledge and power. 



rophet 

or 



We Believe 
The Bible Because... 
... It Says We Should 
So we have the prophetic word made more sure, to which 
you do well to pay attention as to a lamp shining in a dark 
place, until the day dawns and the morning star arises in 
your hearts. But know this first of all, that no prophecy of 
Scripture is a matter of one's own interpretation, for no 
prophecy was ever made by an act of human will, but men 
moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God. 

     (2 Peter 1:19-21) 

All that the Prophets have 
spoken through the ages 



rophecies 

or 



rophecies 





Man 
of 

God 

He cried against the altar by the word of the LORD, and said, "O altar, altar, thus 
says the LORD, 'Behold, a son shall be born to the house of David, Josiah by 
name; and on you he shall sacrifice the priests of the high places who burn 
incense on you, and human bones shall be burned on you.'" (1 Kings 13:2) 





940 
-610 
330 

Josiah was eight years old when he began to reign, and he reigned thirty-one 
years in Jerusalem. His mother's name was Jedidah the daughter of Adaiah of 
Bozkath.  (2 Kings 22:1 ESV) 



Isaiah 

"It is I who says of Cyrus, 'He is My shepherd! And he will perform all My desire.' 
And he declares of Jerusalem, 'She will be built,' And of the temple, 'Your 
foundation will be laid.'" (Isaiah 44:28) 



Cyrus 

Now in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, in order to fulfill the word of 
the LORD by the mouth of Jeremiah, the LORD stirred up the spirit of 
Cyrus king of Persia, so that he sent a proclamation throughout all his 
kingdom, and also put it in writing, saying: (Ezra 1:1) 

700 
-536 
164 



Daniel 

"Inasmuch as you saw that a stone was cut out of the mountain without hands 
and that it crushed the iron, the bronze, the clay, the silver and the gold, the great 
God has made known to the king what will take place in the future; so the dream 
is true and its interpretation is trustworthy."   (Daniel 2:45) 



rophecies 

Considered 4 Out of 1,700 Prophecies 
 

1,700 Prophecies. 1,700 Events. No Failures. 



rophecies 

or 



rophecies 



rophecies 

 Jesus Fulfilled Prophecies 
 

Luke 4:16-21 



rophecies 

Jesus Prophesied of Himself 
 

And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto 
me. This he said, signifying what death he should die.   

(John 12:32-33) 



rophecies 

Jesus Prophesied of Himself 
 For as Jonas was three days and three nights in the whale's belly; so 

shall the Son of man be three days and three nights in the heart of the 
earth. The men of Nineveh shall rise in judgment with this generation, 
and shall condemn it: because they repented at the preaching of 
Jonas; and, behold, a greater than Jonas is here. (Matthew 12:40-41) 



Isaiah 53 

rophecies 



Isaiah 

He was despised and forsaken of men, A man of sorrows and acquainted with grief; And like 
one from whom men hide their face He was despised, and we did not esteem Him. Surely 
our griefs He Himself bore, And our sorrows He carried; Yet we ourselves esteemed Him 
stricken, Smitten of God, and afflicted.   (Isaiah 53:3-4) 

750 
+30 
780 



rophecies 

Jesus Fulfilled 300 Prophecies 
 



rophecies 

2,000 Prophecies Made. 2000 Fulfilled. No Failures. 
 



Evidences 

rophecy 

When we examine Biblical Prophecies we are 
convinced that the Bible has faithfully and 
with 100% accuracy foretold future events 
that were beyond human ability to predict. 



Evidences 

rophetic Challenge 

"Present your case," the LORD says. "Bring forward your strong 
arguments," The King of Jacob says. Let them bring forth and declare 
to us what is going to take place; As for the former events, declare 
what they were, That we may consider them and know their outcome. 
Or announce to us what is coming; Declare the things that are going to 
come afterward, That we may know that you are gods; Indeed, do 
good or evil, that we may anxiously look about us and fear together. 
Behold, you are of no account, And your work amounts to nothing; He 
who chooses you is an abomination.  (Isaiah 41:21-24) 



Evidences 

rophecy 
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Evidences 

cience 



Evidences 

cience 

Arguments for scientific evidence for scripture 
generally go like this: 

It is he who sits above the circle of the earth, and its inhabitants 
are like grasshoppers; who stretches out the heavens like a 
curtain, and spreads them like a tent to dwell in;  (Isaiah 40:22) 
 
Isaiah referred to the earth as a circle when the world was 
thought to be flat. This shows God knew the earth was a circle 
long before the world knew it by science. Science now knows the 
earth is a circle, so the Bible was right all along. 



Evidences 

cience 

If we use arguments like that then we have to explain: 

The sun rises, and the sun goes down, and hastens to the 
place where it rises.(Ecclesiastes 1:5) 
 
 
This verse says the sun rises, sets, and rises. Actually, 
science has shown that the sun sits in the center of the solar 
system. It only seems to move because the earth rotates. 



Evidences 

cience 

Science comes from the Latin scientia which means 
knowledge. 



Evidences 

Usually people use the term Science to describe 
knowledge gained through... 

… observation and experimentation. 



Evidences 

cience 

That kind of Science excludes recorded history. 



Evidences 
Physics  Chemistry  Biology 

Astronomy   Geology 

Evolution  Origin of Life   Age of the Earth 



Evidences 

cience 

Origins Science 
assumes 

Naturalism 
and 

Uniformitarianism. 



Evidences 

cience 

Origins Science 
assumes 

Naturalism 
and 

Uniformitarianism. 

Nature is all that exists. 
Implicitly there is nothing above nature. 

(supernatural) 

The Bible teaches that God is 
supernatural. 



Evidences 

cience 

Origins Science 
assumes 

Naturalism 
and 

Uniformitarianism. Rates in nature are constant. 

The Bible teaches that God 
can control rates in nature. 



Evidences 
Physics  Chemistry  Biology 

Astronomy   Geology 

Evolution  Origin of Life   Age of the Earth 



Evidences 
Physics  Chemistry  Biology 

Astronomy   Geology 

Evolution  Origin of Life   Age of the Earth 

Scientist err in 
judgment when they 
disregard Biblical 
accounts of origins 
and try to investigate 
origins on their own. 



Evidences 

cience 

The strongest scientific evidence for comes from the 
field of biological science, specifically Medicine. 
 
 



Evidences 

cience 

The strongest scientific evidence for comes from the 
field of biological science, specifically Medicine. 
 
If one follows God's moral code he is spared many of 
the world's diseases and maladies. 
 
...saying, "If you will diligently listen to the voice of the LORD 
your God, and do that which is right in his eyes, and give ear to 
his commandments and keep all his statutes, I will put none of 
the diseases on you that I put on the Egyptians, for I am the 
LORD, your healer." (Exodus 15:26) 



Evidences 

cience 



Evidences 

cience 



Evidences 

cience 

Good science and good Bible study do 
not contradict. 



Evidences 

cience 

Observational and experimental investigation 
have confirmed that the Bible, although not a 
science text, contains profitable and accurate 

information. 



Evidences 
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We Believe 
The Bible Because... 
... It Says We Should 
So we have the prophetic word made more sure, to which 
you do well to pay attention as to a lamp shining in a dark 
place, until the day dawns and the morning star arises in 
your hearts. But know this first of all, that no prophecy of 
Scripture is a matter of one's own interpretation, for no 
prophecy was ever made by an act of human will, but men 
moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God. 

     (2 Peter 1:19-21) 



We Believe 
The Bible Because... 
... Of All the Evidence 


