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 I think it works better than radio… better than auto-dialers… 
better than showings of Jule Miller filmstrips… better than 
mailing out a bulletin… better than Dial-a-Bible-Reading… better 
than debates… better than cable television… What is it? 

It’s brethren not being conformed to this world. 

 If a church is made up of people who understand 184 current 
and past issues correctly, but their lives do not show superior 
conduct, servitude, and holiness… don’t expect an auto dialer, 
computer, printer, broadcast antenna, or cable outlet to 
compensate for the failure. 
 When church members think like the world, dress like the 
world, talk like the world, and chase money and status symbols 
like the world… it is the world that is winning them, not the other 
way around. 
 When church members are selfish, egotistical, arrogant, and 
shallow… then they are not in a position to help the world to a 
higher plane. 
 If our families are splitting up, our children are dropping out, 
and our homes are little different from our neighbors… then our 
“light” gets rather difficult to notice. 
 But if people learn self-denial (Luke 9:23), learn submission 
to God and care for our neighbor (Matthew 22), learn to be 
servants (John 13), learn to be content (1 Timothy 6:8), learn to 
invest in family (Titus 2:5; Ephesians 6:4; Proverbs 22:6), and 
learn to clean out the inside of the cup, not just the outside 
(Matthew 23), then bright lights will shine. 

“Ye are an elect race, a royal priesthood, a people for God’s own 
possession, that ye may show forth the excellencies of Him who 

called you out of darkness into His marvelous light…having 
your behavior seemly among the Gentiles; that…they may by 

your good works glorify God…” (1 Peter 2:9-12) 

“Ye are the light of the world… Let your light shine before men 
that they may see your good works and glorify your 

Father…” (Matthew 5:14,16) 

“…Present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to 
God…and be not fashioned according to this world: but be ye 

transformed by the renewing of your mind…” (Romans 12:1-2) 

 Or, from the negative point of view, we would do well to 
consider the rebuke from Paul to the Jews: 

“If thou…art confident that thou thyself art a guide of the blind, 
a light to them that are in darkness, a corrector of the foolish, a 
teacher of babes, having in the law the form of knowledge and 
truth; thou therefore that teachest another, teachest thou not 
thyself? That that preachest that a man should not steal, dost 

thou steal? Thou that sayest a man should not commit adultery, 
dost thou commit adultery?… Thou who gloriest in the law, 

through the transgression of the law, dishonorest thou God? For 
the name of God is blasphemed among the Gentile because of 

you…” (Romans 2:17,19-24) 

 We are not called simply to know some things different from 
the world — we are called to rise above the world, and to “be holy” 
(1 Peter 1:15). And when people become that kind of light in the 
world, they become great evangelistic tools in God’s service. 
 And that will far exceed the effect of debates, radio, 
television, and mail-outs. 

P.M. — Heart Disease: Unforgiveness 

I. If it’s NOT sin… 

A. Unilateral, ___________________________ 
forgiveness. (Lk 7.41-42a) 

B. We need to lose “self” in something, SomeOne 
bigger. (1Cor 13.4,5,7) 

II. If it IS sin… (Eph 4.32) 

A. ___________________________________. 
(1Tim 2.4; 2Pet 3.9) 

B. ___________________________________. 
(Jn 3.16-17; Rom 5.8; Mt 18.15; cf. 5.23-24) 

C. ___________________________________. 
(Jn 8.24; Lk 13.3; Mt 10.32; Mk 16.16; Ac 8.22; Lk 
17.3-4) 

D. ___________________________________. 
(Ps 103.8-12; Mic 7.18-19) 

E. ___________________________________. 
(Heb 10.16-17; cf. 1Cor 13.5; Eph 4.31; Col 3.12-13a; 
James 5.9) 

F. ___________________________________. 
(1Jn 1.9-2.2; cf. Lk 17.3-4; Mt 18.21-22) 

III. So how do we learn to forgive others like this? 

A. Cultivate a heart of ______________________ 
and ________________________________. 
(Mt 5.7; 18.33; James 2.13) 

B. ________________________________ that 
hatred, ill-will, and bitterness hurt us more than 
their object. (1Cor 13.4-8; Eph 4.31-32; Col 3.12-14) 

C. Remember how greatly we have been 
_________________________. (Mt 18.23-35) 

D. Ask for __________________ help. (James 1.5) 

E. _________________________________ for 
those who have wronged us. (Lk 6.27-28; cf. 23.34) 

F. Speak _______________ about them to others. 

G. Genuinely ____________________________ 
our “forgiveness” of others.

unconditional

Willingly

Aggressively

Conditionally

Absolutely

Permanently

Repeatedly


