
A Commitment to Marriage?



} According to a recent 2018 Pew Research 
poll, young Americans today are less likely to 
be married than any prior generation. In 
1965, nearly 80 percent of “silent generation” 
members between 21 and 36 years old were 
married. Today, just 37 percent of Millennials 
that same age are married.

https://colsoncenter.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=990ccec18ea2e3c8788c3b5f6&id=de1096ad71&e=835e49c69f


1. Dating leads to intimacy, but not 
commitment.



} Eye to Body
} Eye to Eye
} Voice to Voice
} Hand to Hand
} Hand to Shoulder
} Hand to Waist
} Face to Face
} Hand to Head
} Remaining four are sexual and private.



1. Dating leads to intimacy, but not 
commitment.

2. Dating often skips “friendship”
3. Dating often mistakes a physical 

relationship for love.



Why Wait? by Josh McDowell, p. 79

} Age of Dating
} 12 years
} 13 years
} 14 years
} 15 years
} 16 years

} Sex Before Graduation

} 91 %
} 56 %
} 53 %
} 40 %
} 20 %



4. Dating often isolates a couple from other  
vital relationships.

5. Dating often distracts from preparing for 
adult responsibilities.



} “If anyone does not provide for his relatives, 
and especially for his immediate family, he 
has denied the faith and is worse than an 
unbeliever.” (1 Tim. 5:8)

} “Then they can train the younger women to 
love their husbands and children,

} 5  to be self-controlled and pure, to be busy 
at home, to be kind, and to be subject to 
their husbands, so that no one will malign the 
word of God.” (Titus 2:4 – 5)



} “Rejoice, O young man, in your youth, And let 
your heart cheer you in the days of your 
youth; Walk in the ways of your heart, And in 
the sight of your eyes; But know that for all 
these God will bring you into judgment.  10  
Therefore remove sorrow from your heart, 
And put away evil from your flesh, For 
childhood and youth are vanity.” 

} Ecclesiastes 11:9 - 10



6. Dating can cause discontentment with the 
blessings of singleness. 
“I would like you to be free from concern. 
An unmarried man is concerned about the 
Lord's affairs--how he can please the 
Lord.”  (1 Cor. 7:32)

7. Dating creates an artificial environment 
for the evaluation of character.



} Model Christ’s Love (Phil. 2:3 – 5)
◦ “Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, 

but in humility consider others better than 
yourselves.
◦ 4  Each of you should look not only to your own 

interests, but also to the interests of others.
◦ 5  Your attitude should be the same as that of 

Christ Jesus:”



} Model Christ’s Love
◦ “It is God's will that you should be sanctified: that 

you should avoid sexual immorality;
◦ 4  that each of you should learn to control his own 

body in a way that is holy and honorable,
◦ 5  not in passionate lust like the heathen, who do 

not know God;
◦ 6  and that in this matter no one should wrong his 

brother or take advantage of him. The Lord will 
punish men for all such sins, as we have already 
told you and warned you.” (1 Thess. 4:3 – 6)



} Eph. 5:3- 5 “But among you there must not 
be even a hint of sexual immorality, or of any 
kind of impurity, or of greed, because these 
are improper for God's holy people. 4  Nor 
should there be obscenity, foolish talk or 
coarse joking, which are out of place, but 
rather thanksgiving. 5  For of this you can be 
sure: No immoral, impure or greedy person--
such a man is an idolater--has any 
inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of 
God.” 



} The parents of my date place their trust in 
me.  I will not violate it.

} I will respect this young lady as I expect other 
men to respect my sister.

} This young lady will be a wife and mother 
someday.  She must be an example to her 
children and the pride of her husband.   I will 
help her to be as pure as I want my wife to 
be. 

} “Our date today will be someone’s mate 
tomorrow.”



} 1 Corinthians 6:13
} “Foods for the stomach and the stomach for foods, 

but God will destroy both it and them. Now the 
body is not for sexual immorality but for the Lord, 
and the Lord for the body…

} 18  Flee sexual immorality. Every sin that a man 
does is outside the body, but he who commits 
sexual immorality sins against his own body.

} 19  Or do you not know that your body is the 
temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you 
have from God, and you are not your own?

} 20  For you were bought at a price; therefore 
glorify God in your body and in your spirit, which 
are God's.”



} Phil. 1:9 “And this I pray, that your love may 
abound still more and more in knowledge and 
all discernment,

} 10  that you may approve the things that are 
excellent, that you may be sincere and 
without offense till the day of Christ,”



Or Commitment to Marriage?


