
A.M. — A Serpent and A Savior 
                  (Numbers 21.4-9; John 3.14-18) 

I. The up-lifted serpent (Numbers 21.4-9) 

A. Israel’s _____________ and _____________. 
(v 5-6) 

B. The ___________________ of God’s plan. (v 8) 

C. The _____________ bore a striking resemblance 

to the _____________. (v 8) 

D. Healing was universally ______________. (v 8) 

E. One was required to respond in _________. (v 8) 

F. Those who submitted were ____________. (v 9) 

G. Those who didn’t were condemned to _________. 

II. The up-lifted Savior (John 3.14-18) 

A. Our ______________ and ______________. 
(Isaiah 53.6; 59.1-2; Romans 3.23; 6.23) 

B. The ______________________ of God’s plan. 
(1 Corinthians 1.23-25) 

C. The ____________ bears a striking resemblance 

to the _____________. 

D. Healing is universally ___________________. 
(John 3.15-16; 1 John 2.1-2) 

E. One is required to respond in ______________. 
(John 3.15-16,18; Acts 22.16; 1 Peter 3.21) 

F. Those who submit are ___________________. 
(John 3.15-16,18; cf. Hebrews 5.8-9) 

G. Those who don’t are condemned to __________. 
(John 3.18; Acts 4.12) 

III. Conclusion: 

A. By His _______________, God made provisions 

by which the ________________ could be saved 

from the deadly bite of the _________________ 

if they would respond in __________________ 

___________________________________. 

B. By His _______________, God made provisions 

by which _____________ can be saved from the 

deadly sting of __________ if we will respond in 

__________________ ________________. 

Learning Empathy 

Doy Moyer 

Empathy, learning to experience the feelings of 
others, is important because it places us “in their 
shoes” and helps us understand more of their needs. 
For the first time, many of us are now learning what it 
is like to feel “shut in.” Congregations usually have 
their list of “shut-ins.” We mention them, talk about 
them, and pray for them, but very likely do not 
understand what they are feeling as they, day after day 
and week after week, are unable to meet with fellow 
Christians. Now we are getting a taste of what they are 
going through continually, sometimes year after year. 
Are we handling it as well as they? 

We are not the only ones who have had to endure 
times of being separated from our brethren. Paul 
spent time in prison. He and Luke spent three months 
on Malta (Acts 28:11). The Ethiopian eunuch would 
have likely been alone at first. These brethren could 
not always meet with other saints. The point is that 
periods of isolation and separation are not unheard of 
in Scripture. I suspect that they did not care for that 
isolation. We don’t have to like it, but we can learn 
and grow from it. 

Have we taken our assemblies for granted? Perhaps 
now that we are learning how starved we can be for 
spiritual edification from the presence of others, 
longing to meet again after just a few days apart, we 
can begin to appreciate what others go through in 
their normal routine. We have brothers and sisters 
who have been dealing with these feelings for years. 

When we can meet again like normal, let us never 
forget what is happening now. Don’t take it for 
granted. Appreciate what you have. Develop empathy 
for those who do not have what you have. Seek to 
glorify God when life is not your normal so that you 
can appreciate what you have at all times.


