
Confronting Our Confession 
(Matthew 16.13-27) 

I. Confessing ____________________ regarding the 

_________________ of Jesus. (Matthew 16.16-20) 

A. Peter’s certainty met with divine approval (v 16-17). 

B. After all, this is the bedrock/foundation of the 
saved. (v 18-20; cf. John 14.6; Acts 4.12) 

II. Confessing _________________________ in the 

__________________ of Jesus. (Matthew 16.21-23) 

A. Regarding salvation, church, worship, family, 
brethren, morals, etc… 

B. Even when, and especially when, we think 
differently! (v 23; cf. Colossians 3.1-4) 

III. Confessing _________________________ to the 

_________________ of Jesus. (Matthew 16.24-26; 

cf. Luke 6.46; James 2.26) 

A. Even when it’s hard, we must take up the cross… 

B. Self-denial, bearing the pain, daily sacrifice (Luke 
9.23), enduring reproach. 

IV. Conclusion — 

A. Many will confess conviction, some will confess 
trust, but very few will truly confess submission… 

B. “But who do you say that [Jesus is]?” 

C. “For the Son of Man is going to come in the glory 
of His Father with His angels, and WILL THEN 
REPAY EVERY MAN ACCORDING TO HIS DEEDS.” 
(Matthew 16.27) 

Yes, I’m Saved By Works! 
John A. Smith 

It is not uncommon when discussing the subject of 
baptism and how it is essential to salvation to be accused of 
teaching salvation by works. Well, I have determined to 
come out of the closet and no longer deny this truth. This 
may come as a shock to many that I would admit to being 
saved by works. However, if I am to stand for truth, teach 
truth and practice truth, I must admit to having been saved 
by works. 

In Colossians 2:12-13, we read: “having been buried 
with Him in baptism, which you were also raised up with 
Him through faith in the working of God, who raised Him 
from the dead. And when you were dead in your 
transgressions and the uncircumcision of your flesh, He 
made you alive together with Him, having forgiven us all 
our transgressions.” 

This inspired passage makes it quite clear that baptism 
is a work and that it is directly involved in our salvation. 
Baptism is significant, not because of what man does, but 
because of what God promised to do when man is baptized. 

A few years ago, I had extensive sinus surgery. I was 
having difficulty breathing and a never-ending sinus 
infection. The morning of the surgery I was wheeled into 
the operating room and was asked by the doctor to get out 
of the wheelchair and climb onto the operating table. A few 
days later I returned to the doctor and had the packing 
removed. The most amazing thing happened – I took a 
huge, unimpeded breath! I was able to take in so much 
oxygen with a single breath that I got a bit dizzy. It was 
truly wonderful to breathe again! My wife even said I 
snored less, at least for a little while. 

How was it that I had come to breathe more easily and 
snore less? Was it because of what I had done? Did my 
getting out of the wheelchair and climbing onto the 
operating table solve my lingering sinus problem? Of 
course not! But, could I have solved my problem if I had 
not gotten out of the wheel chair and climbed onto the 
operating table? Had I chosen to sit there or walk out of the 
operating room, I would have left with my sinus problem 
intact. My sinus trouble was cured because of what the 
doctor did while I was on the operating table, not because 
of what I did. 

The same truth is being taught in Colossians 2:12-13. 
Baptism is essential to our salvation, not because of what 
we do, but because of what God promises to do when we 
“climb onto His operating table.” When we climb onto 
God’s operating table, God promises to cut away our sin 
with its guilt and raise us up alive in Christ. It is God’s work 
when one is baptized that is significant. It is His work, not 
ours. 

When a person is motivated by faith to be baptized into 
Jesus, he is saved by works – God’s works! God removes 
the sin. God makes him alive again. God raises him up in 
His Son Jesus. 

Yes, I am saved by works – God’s works!


